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“The Spiritual X-ray”         Text – Matthew 22:34-40        OT Reading – Deut 6:1-6; 1 John 3:11-24


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
It was August 6th, 1945, when an Atomic bomb was dropped on the city of Hiroshima.  Around 50,000 people died from the bomb blast, with around 200,000 dying, altogether because of the after-effects of the bomb.  That was August 6th.  

And this means that on August 5th, the people of Hiroshima were going about their business, totally oblivious to what would happen the next day.  The only way they could have known what was going to happen and escape death was if they somehow had access to American military communications.
Well, one day all human beings are going to stand before Christ on Judgment Day.  And on that Day they will be judged and some will go to eternal life in heaven and others will go to eternal condemnation in hell.  And hell will be like a Hiroshima that never ends – eternal fire, loneliness, hatred, sadness, and misery!  
But in our world, billions of people go about their business, completely ignorant of what is coming, or worse, refusing to believe it even if they have heard about it.

Now, the fault for this does not lie with God.  For unlike the American military, who did everything they could to keep their plans secret, God has broadcast His plans.  And He has done this in two ways.  
· To each human being He has given a conscience.  Romans 2:15 tells us that the requirements of the law are written on [humans’] hearts, their consciences ... bearing witness.”  Human beings know that there is such a thing as right and wrong.  And it follows from this that the standard for what is right or wrong must come from outside ourselves, whether we like that idea or not.  This is why, as Romans 1 explains, people will be without excuse when they stand before God on Judgment Day.
· But to remove any ambiguity about the whole thing, God has also broadcast His plans in the Bible.  He has told us there, in black and white, that Judgment Day is coming.  And He has also told us in the Bible what standard people will be judged by.  And it is that standard that we are going to consider today.
You see, when I look at you, I see the ‘salt of the earth.’  I mean, here you are at the second service, right!  And I am sure that most or all of you would give me the shirt off your back, if I asked for it.  You are all good and caring people.  And Brother Reuben will tell us from the years of street evangelism that this is how everyone sees themselves – as basically good people.  The problem is though that we did not create ourselves; we were created by God.  So God is the one who has to define goodness.  We better make sure we understand God’s standard of goodness, because that is the standard we shall be judged by on Judgement Day.

Well, many of us will have had an X-ray or an ultrasound or an MRI at one time or another.  And this is necessary because sometimes you need to be able to see inside to really see what is going on.  And this passage of Matthew functions like a spiritual X-ray.  It reveals the truth about our spiritual condition.  

It comes near the end of an extended conversation between Jesus and some of the influential political and religious parties of the Jews in those times.  Jesus has answered every question thrown at Him.  So now a representative of the Pharisees comes with what they think is a very clever question that will surely get Jesus in trouble.  
· You see, the Pharisees recognized 613 commandments in the Law of Moses.  According to them, there were 245 positive commands and 368 negative ones.  
· They had also developed a system of ranking these commandments.  After all, the commandment forbidding murder was obviously more important than the commandment about trimming the sides of your beard.  So what the Pharisees spent each day doing was arguing about the rankings.  Some felt that this commandment was more important than that one and others disagreed.  
· And they did this because they thought that pleasing God was all about keeping the law.  So you needed to know which laws were the most important ones so you would have more good ticks on your life report card than bad ticks.  
And this is the context behind their question to Jesus: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the law?  They hoped that Jesus would identify one commandment that would upset all those who thought this or that commandment was more important, or that if He refused to pick any commandment then He could be seen to be a law-despiser. 
But with His answer, what Jesus wanted them and everyone to see is that if eternal life has to do with law-keeping then we are in big trouble.  And He does this as He provides this Spiritual X-ray.  And this X-ray does its work as we consider the summary of the law, the scope of the law, and the standard of the law.  Summary/Scope/Standard – our three points.
I.  So first of all, the summary of the law.  In answer to the question, Jesus says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.'  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  
A. Now, if you were asked for the greatest commandment, how would you reply?  Would it be the First Commandment, perhaps?  But probably the Ten Commandments.  So why did Jesus not refer to the Ten Commandments.  Why did He give this summary of the law?  
1. Well, the first thing to note is that the words of Jesus are direct quotes from the OT law.  The reference to love for God is a quote from our earlier reading in Deut. 6, and the reference to love for neighbour is a direct quote from Leviticus 19.  So Jesus is not offering them something new.  
2. But secondly, the fact is that the summary of the law that we have here and the Ten Commandments amount to exactly the same thing.  They express the same moral standard in two different but equally valid ways.  If you kept the Ten Commandments the right way, you would love God and neighbour.  Similarly, if you loved God and your neighbour in the way you should, you would keep the Ten Commandments.  So, the greatest commandment, the first commandment, in fact the whole of the law of God is summed up in the answer of Jesus.  And every part of the law of God is intimately connected to the whole.
B. So it was not right for the Pharisees to try and rank the commandments in order of importance.  The fact is though that we can be guilty of doing the same thing.  I have a book on my shelf called ‘Respectable Sins.’  The author wrote it because he became aware that he and others were preoccupied with what we think are ‘the major sins of society,’ while at the same time losing sight of the need to deal with many other sins.  
1. For example, when was the last time you saw a note in the bulletin or on your Facebook feed calling on Christians to write to their MPs about the chronic lack of thankfulness in society?  We only get those notes about Euthanasia or Same-sex marriage, or something like that.  
2. And if your child came home and said that he or she was struggling with frustration with drivers who don’t indicate, or impatience, or envy, would that upset you as much as if they came home and said that he or she was struggling with ___________.  And you can fill in the blank.  
3. We also rank sin, don’t we.  
4. Now, I know that some sins can have far more damaging consequences than others.  Nevertheless, James 2:10 says, “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.”  
5. God hates all sin; all sin is offensive to Him and worthy of judgment.  Brothers and Sisters, Young people and boys and girls, we cannot keep 613 commandments.  We cannot keep 10 Commandments.  And Jesus’ summary of the law here reveals the cold, hard reality that we cannot even keep two commandments!  We are law-breakers.
II.  But the Spiritual X-ray continues to reveal the truth about our miserable condition as we think next about the standard of the law.
A. And we have to start here with GOD HIMSELF, because He is the lawgiver.  1 John 1:5 says, “God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.”  That means ZERO darkness.  That means No grey areas.  That means NoT even a hint of sin.  That means perfect truth, goodness, purity, and love, always.
B. So if this is the character of the Creator, what standard would He expect of His creatures?  Well, in Leviticus 19:2, God says, “Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.”  And commenting on that verse, 1 Peter 1:15 says, “But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do.”  Now, we have learned, haven’t we boys and girls, that 51% is a pass mark in our school tests.  So could it be that 51% holiness might satisfy God (setting aside, for a moment, the question of whether or not we can offer Him 51%!).  If we can just give Him more good than bad, that will be OK.  Yes?  No.  Jesus squashes that thought when He says in Matthew 5:48, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  The standard God rightfully demands from all His creatures is perfection.  
C. Now, it is possible to get 100% on a school test.  I am sure all you boys and girls are used to getting 100% on your tests because you are all so smart.  Right?  But just in case anyone thinks that he or she is perfect, 1 John 1:8 squashes that thought by saying, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”  

D. The standard of the law, the standard by which all human beings will be judged, is perfect obedience.  If you could stand before God on Judgment Day and offer Him perfect obedience, you would deserve heaven.  The catechism is bang on then when after having quoted the summary of the law it asks, “Can you live up to all this perfectly?
III.  But the spiritual X-ray in these verses reveals more about this aspect of our miserable condition as we think thirdly and lastly about the Scope of the law.
A. And boys and girls, by SCOPE is meant How much.  If Mum tells you to vacuum the whole lounge, the scope of her command is the WHOLE lounge; all of it.  And the scope of the law is seen in that Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind,” and “Love your neighbour AS YOURSELF.”

1. So do you really love God with every fibre of your being?  Have you never put anything or any person ahead of God?  How much of the congregational prayer were you 100% focused on and not distracted?  Have you ever been angry with God or ignored Him?  Perhaps you are a new Christian and your head is filled with love for God, but was it always like this?  No one loves God with 100% of his or her being.  No one. 
2. And do you really love your neighbour as yourself?  Are you always working for his or her advancement and good, always putting his or her needs ahead of your own, and always treating him or her as you would like to be treated yourself?  
a. Here is one example to think about.  I read this point in an article the other day and it was one I needed to hear.  It said Christian, if you love your neighbour, do not use your phone while driving.  No one ever means to cause a crash because they were texting while driving.  But it happens.  And such crashes can cause others serious injury or death.  So setting aside the fact that cell-phone use while driving is illegal, which has implications for the command to love God as well as neighbour, not using your cell-phone while driving is putting the safety of others ahead of your desire to see what the text message says.  So is there anyone here guilty of not loving their neighbour in this way?  
It is for all these reasons then that the answer to the Catechism’s question: “Can you live up to all this perfectly?” is “No.  I have a natural tendency to hate God and my neighbour.”  
1. And the Apostle Paul himself demonstrated the truth of this answer in Romans 7 when he said that the things he wanted to do, he did not do, and the things he did not want to do, these he did.  And this led him to cry, “Wretched man that I am.  Who will rescue me free from this body of death? 
2. Now, Paul was very clear: THE PROBLEM IS NOT THE LAW itself.  Just before he lamented his inability to keep the law, Paul said, “So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good.”  Kevin de Young puts it like this: “The Bible is full of wonderful ethical commands, which would be very inspiring except for the fact that we are not wonderfully ethical people.”  
3. The problem is that we human beings have a sinful nature.  And the law only exposes our sinful nature; that is all that the law can do.  Let me illustrate this for you: If I were to say, “Do not check if all the numbers from 0-9 are on the hymn board,” some of us will immediately start checking the numbers, others of us will not, but will wish we could ( and others might not do it this week but next week we will!   
4. And this is because THE LAW REVEALS SIN.  As Paul said in that same chapter, “I would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, "Do not covet."  
5. So the law was not given so that we know how to earn our salvation; it was given to help us see our need of Christ as our Saviour. Gal 3:24 puts it like this: “So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.”
So we know from the Bible that Judgment Day is coming.  And God has also told us what standard people will be judged by.  It is the standard of perfect obedience.  That is the implication of the summary and standard and scope of these words of Jesus.  Our problem though is that we cannot keep the summary of the law perfectly.

But, and here is another quote from Kevin deYoung, “Christianity is not a religion about a moral code to keep.  Christianity is about a God who saves people who don’t keep the moral code.”  And He saves them through faith in Christ.  This is the Gospel!  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  You see, on the cross, God took your sins and guilt and put them on Jesus and poured out His eternal wrath on Him, so that He could give to you the perfect obedience of Jesus.  Our hope is not in our ability to keep the law; our hope is in Christ who kept the law for us and who died that our sins might be forgiven.  
This is why just before he died, John Newton (Slave trader who wrote Amazing Grace) said, “I am a great sinner; Christ is a great Saviour!  Amen.

